
STATUE OF LIBERTY


Monumental Moments 

•	 	In	1885,	France	gave	the	United	States	the	 
Statue	of	Liberty	as	a	gift.	The	Statue	is	a	symbol	 
of	the	long	friendship	between	these	two		 
countries.	 

•	 	The	Statue	of	Liberty,	located	in	New	York	State,	 
was	the	first	sight	that	many	immigrants	saw	as	 
they	arrived	in	America	in	search	of	a	better	life	 
for	themselves	and	their	families.	 

•	 	The	Statue	took	a	long	time	to	build.	When	it	 
was	finally	done,	the	Statue	was	shipped	to	the	 
United	States	in	350	pieces	and	packed	into		 
214	boxes.	The	trip	from	France	took	11	months	 
by	boat.	 

•	 	Immigrant	families	left	their	homes	in	other	parts	 
of	the	world	and	traveled	by	boat	across	the	 
ocean	to	reach	America.	 

Statue Stats 

•	 	The	Statue	of	Liberty	is	over	150	feet	tall.	On	 
top	of	the	base	it	stands	over	300	feet	in	height.	 
It	is	the	tallest	gift	our	country	has	ever	received.	 

•	 	One	finger	is	eight	feet	long,	which	is	more	than	 
twice	as	tall	as	the	average	first	grader.	 

•	 	The	Statue	of	Liberty	is	made	from	two	kinds	of	 
metal,	steel	and	copper.	The	copper	on	the	out­
side	of	the	Statue	is	as	thin	as	two	pennies	stuck	 
together.	It	may	be	thin,	but	the	Statue	weighs	 
more	than	35	elephants!	 

•	 	Also	known	as	“Lady	Liberty,”	the	Statue	of		 
Liberty	is	a	symbol	of	hope	and	freedom	to	 
people	all	over	the	world.	Some	parts	of	the	 
Statue	have	different	meanings: 

	 -	 Torch:	 	Lady	Liberty	holds	a	torch	that	repre­
sents	wisdom. 

	 -	 Crown:	 	The	rays	of	the	crown	represent	 
the	seven	seas	and	seven	continents	of	the	 
world.		 

	 -	 Chains: 	Lady	Liberty	has	broken	chains	at	 
her	feet	that	symbolize	freedom.	 

	 -	 Tablet:	 	The	Statue	of	Liberty	holds	a	tablet,	 
a	type	of	book.	Written	in	the	book	is	the	 
United	States’	birth	date:	July	4,	1776.

 Coin Connection 

•	 	The	reverse	side	(the	back	of	the	coin)	of	ev­
ery	Presidential	$1	Coin	features	the	Statue	of	 
Liberty.	The	Statue	was	chosen	because	it	is	a	 
well-known	symbol	of	liberty.		The	front	of	each	 
coin	features	different	United	States	Presidents. 

•	 	The	2001	New	York	State	Quarter®	features	the	 
Statue	of	Liberty	and	the	phrase	“Gateway	to	 
Freedom.”	 

To learn more visit the United States Mint H.I.P. Pocket Change™ website at 


