
JOHN ADAMS 

Presidential Profile 

•	 	John Adams, Second President of the United 
States:	President	Adams	served	from	1797
1801.	Prior	to	becoming	President,	he	served	 

Monumental Moments 

•	 	President	Adams’	birthplace	is	the	oldest		 
presidential	birthplace	in	the	United	States.			 

•	 	As	of	2007,	there	are	61	cities	and	towns	and	 for	eight	years	as	Vice	President	to	President	 
George	Washington.	 

•	 Election of 1796:	John	Adams	was	elected	 
President	by	defeating	Thomas	Jefferson	with		 
a	margin	of	just	three	electoral	votes,	71-68.	 
During	this	time	in	our	Nation’s	history,	the		 
President	and	Vice	President	were	elected		 
separately	so	the	candidate	who	received	the	 
second	highest	number	of	votes	from	the	Elec
toral	College	was	designated	Vice	President.			 

•	 	Public Service:		Even	before	he	was	elected	 
President,	John	Adams	was	a	dedicated	public	 
servant.	From	1778-1788,	he	spent	ten	years	in	 
Europe	as	our	advocate	for	American	interests	 
including	independence	from	British	rule	and	 
increased	commerce.			 

•	 	Adam’s Fight for Independence:	President	 
Adams	was	very	involved	in	the	founding	of	our	 
Nation’s	independence.	He	was	a	delegate	to	 
the	First	and	Second	Continental	Congresses	 
from	1774-1781	and	was	an	influential	member	 
of	the	committee	that	drafted	the	Declaration	of	 
Independence	in	1776.		It	was	his	responsibility	 
to	successfully	argue	for	the	Declaration’s		 
ratification	by	his	fellow	delegates	at	the		 
Continental	Congress.			 

12	counties	in	the	United	States	that	are	named	 
Adams.		 

•	 	One	of	the	buildings	of	the	Library	of	Congress	 
in	Washington,	D.C.	is	named	in	his	honor.	 

Did You Know? 

•	 	President	Adams	exchanged	hundreds	of		 
letters	with	his	political	rival,	President	Thomas	 
Jefferson.	These	have	been	published	as	The	 
Adams-Jefferson	Letters.	 

•	 	His	son,	John	Quincy	Adams,	was	the	sixth		 
President	of	the	United	States.		 

•	 	He	is	one	of	three	Presidents	who	did	not		 
attend	the	inauguration	of	his	successor.		 

Coin Connection 

•	 	The	John	Adams	$1	Coin	was	launched	in		 
May,	2007.	 

•	 	In	1776,	Benjamin	Franklin	and	future	Presidents	 
John	Adams	and	Thomas	Jefferson	began	the	 
design	of	the	Great	Seal	of	the	United	States.	 
The	Seal	includes	the	Latin	phrase	“E	Pluribus	 
Unum,”	which	means	“One	Out	of	Many,”		 
and	is	required	by	federal	law	to	appear	on	all	 
United	States	coins.			 

To learn more visit the United States Mint H.I.P. Pocket Change™ website at 


