
JOHN ADAMS 

Presidential Profile 

•	 John Adams, Second President of the United 
States:	President	Adams	served	his	country	for	 
many	years	in	many	different	roles	both	domes

•	 	Time in the White House:	President	Adams		 
had	the	greatest	respect	for	the	office	of	the	 
President.	On	November	1,	1800,	Adams		 
arrived	at	the	President’s	residence,	the	White	 
House	in	the	Nation’s	new	capital,	Washington,	 

tically	and	abroad.	Adams’	Presidency	lasted	 
from	1797-1801.	He	served	as	President	George	 
Washington’s	Vice	President	from	1789-1797.		 
He	was	born	in	Braintree,	Massachusetts	on		 
October	30,	1735	and	died	at	his	family’s	home	 
in	Quincy,	Massachusetts	on	July	4,	1826.	He	 
and	his	wife,	Abigail,	had	six	children.		 

•	 	Continental Congress:	Adams	was	sent	as	a	 
delegate	to	the	First	Continental	Congress	in	 
1774	in	Philadelphia,	Pennsylvania	to	represent	 
Massachusetts.	Delegates	from	the	other		 
colonies	met	to	discuss	and	debate	their		 
opposition	to	England’s	colonial	rule.	Adams	 
was	an	active	participant	at	this	meeting	and	the	 
Second	Continental	Congress	from	1775-1789.	 

•	 Adam’s Fight for Liberty:	Adams	was	a	strong	 
advocate	for	declaring	the	Nation’s	sovereign	 
independence.	At	the	Second	Continental	 
Congress,	with	war	imminent,	Adams	nominated	 
George	Washington	to	be	the	commander	of	 
the	Continental	Army	to	fight	the	British	on	 
home	soil.	Adams’	influence	continued	as	he	 
chaired	the	Board	of	War	and	Ordinance,	the	 
congressional	committee	that	oversaw	the	op
erations	of	the	Continental	Army.	In	1783	Adams	 
and	his	colleagues	Benjamin	Franklin	and	John	 
Jay	negotiated	the	Treaty	of	Paris,	which	ended	 
the	Revolutionary	War.	 

D.C.	 

Monumental Moments 

•	 	In	1800,	Adams	approved	a	Congressional	Act	 
establishing	the	Library	of	Congress.	One	of	the	 
Library’s	buildings	is	named	in	his	honor.	 

•	 	Adams	was	the	first	President	to	live	in	the	 
White	House,	then	known	as	the	Executive		 
Mansion.	 

•	 	As	of	2007,	there	are	61	cities	and	towns	and	 
12	counties	in	the	United	States	that	are	named	 
Adams.	

 Coin Connection 

•	 	The	John	Adams	$1	Coin	was	launched	in	May,	 
2007.	 

•	 	In	1776,	Benjamin	Franklin	and	Presidents	John	 
Adams	and	Thomas	Jefferson	helped	design	 
the	Great	Seal	of	the	United	States.	The	Seal	 
includes	the	Latin	phrase	“E	Pluribus	Unum,”	 
which	means	“One	Out	of	Many,”	and	is		 
required	by	federal	law	to	appear	on	all		 
United	States	coins.		 

To learn more visit the United States Mint H.I.P. Pocket Change™ website at 


